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“This revised edition presents over 725 federal cases, from the 
1792 Hayburn's Case regarding the power of the Supreme Court 
to rule that a law enacted by Congress is unconstitutional to 
Free Speech Coalition, Inc. v. Paxton (2025), wherein the U.S. 
Supreme Court upheld Texas legislation restricting minors' 
access to sexual material online. Entry length may be 
hundreds to thousands of words, but every case is 
thoroughly scrutinized, with emphasis on both immediate 
practical impact and enduring influence on American 
jurisprudence. Dobbs v. Jackson Women’s Health 
Organization (2022), for example, is described as "one of the 
most consequential legal decisions in American constitutional 
history"; by overturning Roe v. Wade, it took away a half 
century of federally protected abortion rights. The Trump v. 
United States (2024) entry is highlighted as the case that, by 
giving the president total immunity from criminal prosecution, 
upended the entire history "of constitutional authority and Court 
precedent towards the role of the presidency." With the 
ongoing tug-of-war between President Trump and the 
federal courts playing out today, this thoughtfully designed 
compilation is especially relevant and most definitely a 
keeper.” 
                                                                           -Booklist, 2026 
 
“A series of introductory articles outline the Anglo-American 
legal system, our shared concept of the law, the philosophy of 
jurisprudence, the U.S. Constitution and the Bill of Rights, 
Constitutional Law, the U.S. judicial system, the roles of state 
and local courts, the U.S. Supreme Court and the process of 
judicial review, all of which would be useful to students 
grappling with government coursework… Straightforward 
and conversational in tone, the articles will be approachable 
for student readers… There is an overall emphasis on the 
linkages between cases and the legal precedent related to a 
given case. Recommended for school libraries supporting 
coursework related to the judicial process.” 

-Gale Reference Reviews 
 

“Reading court cases is important in studying American law. 
But many readers lack access to a law library. A collection like 
this three-volume set helps… This new set gives a fresh 
perspective on these important cases with up-to-date essays. 
Summing Up: Highly recommended. Lower-level 
undergraduates and above; general readers. “ 

-CHOICE, 2011 
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This revision of a 1999 work provides information on 700 cases in a way that is accessible for the 
highschool level and up. Although information on U.S. Supreme Court cases, in particular, is readily 
accessible online, this reference provides authoritative introductions to the most important ones 
without going into a lot of detail. The referrals to other sources, with useful annotations, are another plus. 
Recommended for highschool, public, and college libraries. 

-Booklist, 2010 
 
 
 
“Gr 7 Up-The U.S. judicial system, said to be the least understood branch of the American government, 
may also be the least represented in library collections supporting U.S. history and government curricula. 
This timely and useful reference work admirably helps fill the void by providing students with 
short, pertinent, and authoritative essays… This is a resource that will be well thumbed by students of 
American law.” 

-Library Journal, 1999 
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