Critical Survey of Mythology & Folklore:

Creation Myths

"Covering creation myths and relevant gods and goddesses even
beyond creation, this two-volume reference set includes more
than 400 entries about 10 major regions around the world. The
short introduction defines myth in terms of societal worldviews and
discusses how myths are studied. The section on creation myths and
stories has its own structure for each entry: author/time
period/country or culture/genre “capsule,” plot summary, analysis
and significance, and influence. The entries in the section on gods
and goddesses list culture, time period and locale as relevant,
and related figures or civilizations; each entry then provides
overview, place in mythology, origins and cults, and popular-
culture presence. Entries vary in length from one to nine pages; all
are signed and include further readings. A few sidebars address
cross-cultural topics such as myth into art. Black-and-white and color
images dot the text. Several indexes conclude volume 2. The writing
is both professional and engaging in quality. While not inclusive,
this reference work offers a one-stop source for foundational
information about creation myths and deities."

-Booklist,2023

Critical Survey of Mythology and Folklore: Creation Myths follows a
very broad definition of “creation.” The editor does not limit this
work to tales of the creation of the earth or mankind but includes
myths about the creation of language (“The Tower of Babel”), the
creation of specific landforms and waterways (“The Creation of the
Ganges”), creation of empires (“The Rod of Gold”), and myths
describing the creation of a culture’s significant god or goddess
(“Garuda”). This approach adds to the breadth of works represented
and keeps the casual reader interested. At times, comparisons are
drawn between similar myths in differing cultures or time periods,
although this is not a standard feature of all entries.
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"The book is published in two volumes. Volume one covers
“Africa,” “Mesoamerica and South America,” “North America,”
“The Far East,” “Norse, Celtic, and European Mythology,” and
ends with coverage of “The Pacific and Oceania.” Volume two
covers “Egypt,” “Greek and Roman Mythology,” “India,” “The
Near East,” and includes four indexes and a bibliography.

Full
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Reviews

Each geographic region is organized into the following subsections:
“Overviews,” “Myths and Stories,” “Selected Sources and Authors,”
and “Gods and Goddesses.”

The “Overviews” section contains a general introduction to well-
known ancient literature of the region in question, followed by an
explanation of the role of said literature within a given culture, and
finally by an exploration of the literature’s impact in other regions or
cultures.

Creation
Myths

The “Myths and Stories” section’s content is presented alphabetically
by title and include the author (often given as “Traditional”), the time
period, a more specific country or culture of origin, its genre (myth,
folktale, epic, etc.), a summary of the plot, and the significance of the
myth.

“Selected Sources and Authors” are arranged alphabetically by the
author’s name, or when unknown, by the title of the source. Facts are
given such as an author’s pseudonym(s), birth and death dates,
related civilizations or locales, and their major role or position (for
example: bard or farmer). A brief biographical sketch is presented
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ISBN:978-1-63700-452-4
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" For entries in the “Gods and Goddesses” section, a brief outline of
their associated symbols is given, as well as more specific locales or
cultures. An overview of the god or goddess is presented, as is a
description of their role within mythology. Some entries include
details about the mythological origin of the god or goddess and any
known information about cults surrounding these figures. Lastly, a
summary of their role in popular culture is included. As with all
sections, suggestions for further reading are included. In this work,
there are four indexes and a bibliography...
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The text is richly illustrated, including maps, photographs of
relevant archaeological findings, and full-color artwork...

Full Text
Reviews

...Creation Myths is a fantastic introduction to the mythology
and folklore of ancient peoples, with a smattering of modern
creation legends mixed in. The editor, Michael Shally-Jensen, deftly
incorporates cultural and temporal context, weaving in detail about
modern influence. No bias or favor is given to any one culture or
tradition...

In sum, Critical Survey of Mythology and Folklore: Creation
Myths is an excellent resource for high school students,
undergraduates, and anyone with an interest in exploring the
myths and stories of the ancient world. It is an engaging
reference text, providing many pathways to dive into further for
more in-depth study.

CRITICAL SURVEY OF MYTHOLOGY AND FOLKLORE

Creation

ATG Reviewer Rating: I need this in my library. (I want to be
able to get up from my desk and grab this book off the shelf, if
it's not checked out.) - Against The Grain, 2025
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