CONTENTS

Publisher’sNote. . . . . . . . . . . . . vii
Complete Annotated Listof Titles . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ iX
Contributing Reviewers. . . . . . . . . . . ... XXIX
& Sons—David Gilbert. . . . . . ... 1
The Abominable— Dan Simmons . . . . . . ... .. .. ... ... .. . ..., 5
After the Music Stopped: The Financial Crisis, the Response, and

the Work Ahead —Alan S. Blinder . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ...... 9
After Visiting Friends: A Son’s Story—Michael Hainey . . . . . . ... ... .. 13
All the Dead Yale Men—CraigNova. . . . . . . . ... . ... ... ...... 17
America 1933: The Great Depression, Lorena Hickok, Eleanor

Roosevelt, and the Shaping of the New Deal—Michael Golay. . . . . . . .. 21
American Isis: The Life and Art of Sylvia Plath—Carl Rollyson . . . . . . . .. 26
Americanah—Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie. . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .. 30
America’s Obsessives: The Compulsive Energy That Built a Nation—

JoshuaKendall . . . .. ... ... . . ... .. . 34
An Appetite for Wonder: The Making of a Scientist—Richard Dawkins. . . . . . 38
And the Mountains Echoed—Khaled Hosseini . . . . .. ... ... ....... 42
Autobiography—Steven Patrick Morrissey. . . . . . . . . ... 46
Between My Father and the King: New and Uncollected Stories—Janet Frame . . . 50
Big Brother—Lionel Shriver . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 54
The Big Smoke—Adrian Matejka. . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... ...... 59
The Blind Man’s Garden—Nadeem Aslam . . . . . .. ... ... ... ..... 63
Black Aperture—Matt Rassmussen . . . . . . . . . . ... e 67
Bleeding Edge—Thomas Pynchon . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ..... 71
The Book of My Lives—Aleksandar Hemon . . . . . . . . ... ... ...... 75
Brewster—Mark Slouka. . . . . . . ... 80

The Boy on the Wooden Box: How the Impossible Became Possible...
on Schindler’s List—Leon Leyson, Marilyn J. Harran &

Elisabeth B. Leyson . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 85
The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt, William Howard Taft, and the

Golden Age of Journalism—Doris Kearns Goodwin . . . . . ... ... ... 89
Burial Rites—Hannah Kent. . . . . . .. ... ... ... . ... . ... ... 94

The Case of the Love Commandos: From the Files of Vish Puri,
India’s Most Private Investigator—TarquinHall . . . . ... ... ... ... 98
The Child Catchers: Rescue, Trafficking and the New Gospel of Adoption—
KathrynJoyce . . . . . . . . . . . 102

iii



MAGILLS LITERARY ANNUAL 2014

The Childhood of Jesus—J. M. Coetzee . . . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 107
Chosen—BenedictJacka . . . . . ... ... ... ... 111
The Circle—Dave Eggers. . . . . . . . o 0 i 115
Command and Control: Nuclear Weapons, the Damascus Accident,

and the Illusion of Safety—Eric Schlosser . . . . . .. ... ... ..... 119
A Constellation of Vital Phenomena—Anthony Marra. . . . ... ... .. .. 124
The Cooked Seed—Anchee Min . . . . . . . .. ... ... .. .. ...... 129
Cotton Tenants: Three Families—JamesAgee . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 133
A Crack in the Wall—Claudia Pifieiro . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 137
Crazy Rich Asians—KevinKwan. . . . . .. ... ... ... ... ...... 141
The Daughters of Mars—Thomas Keneally. . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 145
Days of Fire: Bush and Cheney in the White House—Peter Baker . . . . . . . 149
Detroit Shuffle—D. E. Johnson. . . . . . ... ... ... .. ... ...... 153
The Dinner—Herman Koch. . . . . . .. ... ... . ... ... .. .. ... 157
Dirty Love—Andre Dubus I, . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... . ...... 161
Dissident Gardens—Jonathan Lethem . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..., 165
Doctor Sleep—StephenKing . . . . . . . . ... ... .. . . . . 169
Empress Dowager Cixi: The Concubine Who Launched Modern China—

JungChang . . . . . . . . . 173
Empty Mansions: The Mysterious Life of Huguette Clark and the Spending

of a Great American Fortune—Bill Dedman & Paul Clark Newell Jr. . . . . 178
The End of the Point—Elizabeth Graver . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 183
Enon—PaulHarding . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... . . 187
Enrique’s Journey—SoniaNazario . . . . . ... ... ... ... . ... ... 191
Eva’s Eye—Karin Fossum . . . . . . .. ... ... 195
Evil Eye: Four Novellas of Love Gone Wrong—Joyce Carol Oates. . . . . . . 199
The Execution of Noa P. Singleton—Elizabeth L. Silver. . . . . . ... .. .. 204
Falling Upwards: How We Took to the Air—Richard Holmes . . . . . . . . .. 208
Fangirl—Rainbow Rowell. . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... . . . 213
Five Days at Memorial: Life and Death in a Storm-Ravaged Hospital—

SheriFink . . . . . . . . 217
The Flamethrowers—Rachel Kushner . . . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 221
Fools—Joan Silber . . . . . . . . .. ... 225
Forgive Me, Leonard Peacock—Matthew Quick . . . . . .. ... . ... ... 229
A Fort of Nine Towers: An Afghan Family Story—Qais Akbar Omar . . . . . . 233
Forty-One False Starts: Essays on Artists and Writers—Janet Malcolm . . . . . 237
Frozen in Time: An Epic Story of Survival and a Modern Quest

for Lost Heroes of World War I1—Mitchell Zuckoff. . . . . ... ... ... 241
The Girl You Left Behind—JojoMoyes . . . . . ... ... ... ... .... 245

Goat Mountain—DavidVann . . . . . .. . ... ... . ... 249



CONTENTS

Going Clear: Scientology, Hollywood, and the Prison of Belief—

Lawrence Wright. . . . . . . . . . . . . 253
The Goldfinch—Donna Tartt . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... . ....... 257
The Good Lord Bird—James McBride . . . . . . . ... ... ... ...... 261
Harvest—JimCrace. . . . . . . . . . . . 265
History Will Prove Us Right: Inside the Warren Commission Report

on the Assasination of John F. Kennedy —Howard Willens . . . . . . . .. 269
The House Girl—Tara Conklin . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ........ 273
A House in the Sky—Amanda Lindhout & Sara Corbett. . . . . . ... .. .. 277
How to Create the Perfect Wife: Britain’s Most Ineligible Bachelor and

His Enlightened Quest to Train the Ideal Mate—Wendy Moore. . . . . . . . 281
How to Get Filthy Rich in Rising Asia—MohsinHamid . . . . . .. ... ... 285
Incarnadine—Mary Szybist . . . . . ... 289
Inferno—DanBrown . . . . . ... 293
Just One Evil Act—Elizabeth George. . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 297
Kafka: The Years of Insight—Reiner Stach. . . . . . ... ... ... ... .. 301
The Kid: The Immortal Life of Ted Williams—Ben Bradlee Jr. . . . . . . . .. 305

The Last Train to Zona Verde: My Ultimate African Safari—Paul Theroux . . . 310
Lawrence in Arabia: War, Deceit, Imperial Folly, and the Making of the

Modern Middle East —Scott Anderson . . . . . ... ... 314
Life After Life—Kate Atkinson . . . . . . . .. ... .. ... .. . ... ... 319
Living with Shakespeare—Susannah Carson. . . . . . .. ... .. ... ... 323
The Love Song of Johnny Valentine—Teddy Wayne . . . . . ... ... .. .. 327
The Lowland—Jhumpa Lahiri . . . . . . ... .. ... ... ... ...... 331
The Luminaries—Eleanor Catton. . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ..... 335



CONTENTS

Complete Annotated Listof Titles . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ....... vii
MaddAddam—Margaret Atwood . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 339
Mage’s Blood— David Hair . . . . . . . .. ... ... 343
The Maid’s Version—Daniel Woodrell . . . . . . . .. ... ... ....... 348
Manifest Injustice: The True Story of a Convicted Murderer and

the Lawyers Who Fought for His Freedom—Barry Siegel . . . . . . . . .. 352
The Manor: Three Centuries at a Slave Plantation on Long Island—

Mac Griswold . . . . . . . . .. 356
Manson: The Life and Times of Charles Manson—Jeff Guinn. . . . . . . . .. 360
Margaret Thatcher: The Authorized Biography, From Grantham to

the Falklands—Charles Moores. . . . . . . .. ... ... .. ... ... 365
Metaphysical Dog—Frank Bidart . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 369
Middle C—William H. Gass . . . . . . . v 373
Middle Men—Jim Gavin . . . . . . ... 377
Mortal Sins: Sex, Crime and the Era of Catholic Scandal—Mike D Antonio . . . 382
The Most of Nora Ephron—Nora Ephron . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 387
The Necromancer’s House—Christopher Buehlman . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 390
Never Go Back: A Jack Reacher Novel—Lee Child . . . . . . ... ... ... 394
The New York Times: Disunion—

Ted Widmer, Clay Risen & George Kalogerakis. . . . . . . . ... ... .. 398
Night Film—Marisha Pessl. . . . . . . . . . . ... . . . 402
NOS4A2—Joe Hill . . . . . . . . . 406
The Ocean at the End of the Lane—Neil Gaiman. . . . . . . . ... ... ... 410
One Thousand and One Nights: A Retelling—Hanan al-Shaykh . . . . . . . .. 414
The Other Typist—Suzanne Rindell. . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .. ..... 418
Pagan Spring—G. M. Malliet . . . . . . . . .. ... ... 422
The Panopticon—Jenni Fagan . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... 426
Parasite—Mira Grant. . . . . . . . ... 430
Philida—André Brink . . . . . . . . . 434
Pilgrim’s Wilderness: A True Story of Faith and Madness on the

Alaska Frontier—7om Kizzia . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 438
A Place of Confinement: Or, The Examinations of Miss Dido Kent—

AnnaDean. . . . . . ... e 442
The Plantagenets: The Warrior Kings Who Made England—Dan Jones . . . . . 446
Police: A Harry Hole Novel—Jo Nesba. . . . . . . . ... ... ... ..... 451

Poppet—Mo Hayder. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455

iii



MAGILLS LITERARY ANNUAL 2014

Red Doc>—Anne Carson. . . . . . . . . 459
The Returned—Jason Mott . . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ... 463
Revolutionary Summer: The Birth of American Independence—

Joseph J Ellis . . . . . . . . . . e 467
The Riddle of the Labyrinth: The Quest to Crack an Ancient Code—

Claudia Pifieiro . . . . . . . . . . . . 471
Salt Sugar Fat: How the Food Giants Hooked Us—Michael Moss . . . . . . . . 475
Seven for a Secret—Lyndsay Faye . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 479
The Signature of All Things—Elizabeth Gilbert . . . . . . . . ... ... ... 483
The Sleeping Dictionary—Sujata Massey . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... ... 487
The Sleepwalkers: How Europe Went to War in 1914—Christopher Clark . . . 491
The Smartest Kids in the World: And How They Got That Way—

Amanda Ripley. . . . . . . . . 495
Someone—Alice McDermott . . . . . . . . ... 500
The Son—Philipp Meyer . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 503
The Sound of Things Falling—Juan Gabriel Vasquez . . . . . . . . ... ... 507
Stay, lllusion—Lucie Brock-Broido . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... ...... 511
Sticks and Stones: Defeating the Culture of Bullying and Rediscovering

the Power of Character and Empathy—FEmily Bazelton. . . . . . . . . . .. 514
Story of a State Secret: My Report to the World—Jan Karski . . . . . . . . .. 519
The Story of the Human Body: Evolution, Health, and Disease—

Daniel E. Lieberman . . . . . . . . . ... 524
Tenth of December—George Saunders . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 528

Thinking in Numbers: On Life, Love, Meaning, and Math—Daniel Tammet. . . 532
This Town: Two Parties and a Funeral—Plus Plenty of Valet Parking

—in America’s Gilded Capitol—Mark Leibovich. . . . . . . . .. ... .. 536
Thrice Told Tales: Three Mice Full of Writing Advice—Catherine Lewis . . . . . . 540
To the End of June: The Intimate Life of American Foster Care—Cris Beam . . . 544
TransAtlantic—Colum McCann. . . . . . . . ... ... 548
Transcendental—James Gunn. . . . . . . .. ... 553
Tumbledown—Robert Boswell . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 557
The Two Hotel Francforts—David Leavitt . . . . . . . .. ... ... ..... 561
The Unwinding: An Inner History of the New America—George Packer . . . . 565
The Valley of Amazement—Amy Tan. . . . . . . . .. ... ... ... .... 569
Vampires in the Lemon Grove—Karen Russell . . . . . . . . ... . ... ... 573
W is for Wasted—Sue Grafton . . . . . . ... . ... ... . ... ... 577
The Walking Dead: Book Nine—Robert Kirkman . . . . . . . .. .. .. ... 581

Wave—Sonali Deraniyagala . . . . . . . ... ... .. ... ... .... 585



CONTENTS

We Are Water—Wally Lamb. . . . . . . . ... ... ... ... ... ... 589
We Live in Water—Jess Walter . . . . . . . . . ... ... ... ........ 593
Who Asked You?—Terry McMillan. . . . . . . .. ... ... ......... 597
Wilson—A. Scott Berg. . . . . . . . . . ... 601
The Woman Upstairs—Claire Messud . . . . . . . .. ... ... ....... 605
The World Is a Carpet: Four Seasons in an Afghan Village—Anna Badkhen . . . 609
Zealot: The Life and Times of Jesus of Nazareth—Reza Aslan. . . . . . . . .. 614
CategoryIndex . . . . . . . . . . . ... 619
TitleIndex. . . . . . . . . ... 623
AuthorIndex . . . . . . . . . .. 627



