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“For the student who watches law programs on television 

or goes to see recent films featuring law-related plots, this 

is the place to review double jeopardy, ignorance of the 

law, punitive damages and reversible errors, among others. 

While it is hoped that students will not come into personal 

contact with the U.S. legal system, this book will outline 

what happens if they do. This reference provides basic 

legal concepts and guidance on how the federal and 

state legal systems work; the procedures, such as what 

happens to arrested persons; and officials, including 

attorneys, lawyers and even the FBI. The institutions of 

the system covered include the various kinds of courts and 

the responsibilities of their officers. The second volume 

includes a 16-page glossary, a 13-page bibliography 

divided by topics, including Civil Rights and Civil 

Liberties; History, Biography and Famous Trials; Legal 

Reference and Research; and Tax Law. The 16 pages of 

Legal Assistance Organizations include the name and 

address and a brief annotation. Highly recommended.” 

-Reference for Students, 2004 

 

“This source is clearly intended for a general audience 

and is recommended for public, high school, and 

college libraries.” 

-ARBA, 2005 
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“Gr 9 Up -This concise overview of legal concepts and procedures takes a complex subject 

and makes it understandable for students. The more than 250 clearly written, signed essays 

include definitions of positions and occupations (public defender, bailiff), concepts (due process, 

perjury), actions (summons, torts), and courts and systems (federal judicial systems, court of 

appeals). Most of the essays run one to three pages, but a number are much longer. Many 

conclude with a narrative of suggested resources and generous see-also references. Sidebars 

contain definitions, outline issues, or provide bulleted lists of such items as contract elements and 

matters handled by family law specialists. Average-quality, black-and-white photos are scattered 

throughout. A helpful glossary, an extensive topical bibliography, and lists of legal-

assistance organizations and legal resources (including Web sites) round out the set. A basic 

resource that will be of value to most library collections.” 

-School Library Journal, 2004 
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