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“This comprehensive reference resource details 
American history from the Civil War’s onset, 
starting with the 1850 Compromise, through U.S. 
involvement in World War I. It features over 200 
essays by historians, categorized into subjects, such 
as politics, westward expansion, and ¬American 
culture. Topics like women’s roles, Native American 
relations, and the experiences of Black Americans 
are each given dedicated sections. Each essay, 
organized chronologically within its section, begins 
with a brief summary noting date, location, and key 
figures, and ends with its importance and 
suggestions for further reading. The collection 
includes maps and primary images. The essays are 
concise, accessible, and rich in essential research 
details. Examples include "Sand Creek Massacre," 
"Modern New York Times Founded," and 
"Enactment of Black Codes in Mississippi." Sidebars 
provide short biographies of notable figures. The 
back matter offers primary documents, a 
chronology, a geographical index, key figures index, 
and subject index. Some primary documents 
include President Wilson’s Fourteen Points Speech, 
an excerpt from Uncle Tom’s Cabin, and a Ku Klux 
Klan letter.  
 
VERDICT Carefully researched and designed for 
easy reference, this resource is essential for high 
school libraries.” 
 
 
-Library Journal, May 2026 
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