
Careers in Nursing

and assistants to nurse practitioners and nurse researchers.

including emergency medical technicians and paramedics, home health aides, medical 
assistants, medical and health services managers, licensed practical and vocational 
nurses, nursing assistants and orderlies, nurse anesthetists, nurse midwives, nurse 

details about a particular career path by providing:

 details including the most current data about 
• Median Pay
• Typical Entry-Level Education
• Career Cluster
• On-the-job Training
• Number of Jobs
• 
• Employment Change
• Holland Score

 includes a description of the career in terms of its
• Duties
• 
• 
• 

… that explain how to begin and 

• 
• Education
• 
• Advancement opportunities

 and  describe current and anticipated rate of growth 
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 to additional resources such as 

provided, including 
• Assisted living facilities
• Case management
• Clinics
• Critical care
• Emergency rooms
• Extended care
• Home care
• Hospice
• Intensive care unit (ICU)
• Internet medicine
• Telehealth nursing

Merging scholarship with occupational development, this single comprehensive 

the necessary insight into the wide array of options open to trained nurses. The 

audience and is edited to align with secondary or high school curriculum standards.

Scope of Coverage 

Understanding the wide scope of jobs, settings for providing care, and industries 

from hospitals and clinics to public health and alternative care.

Careers in Nursing is enhanced with numerous charts and tables, including 
projections from the US Bureau of Labor Statistics, and median annual salaries or 

include twenty-two interviews—Conversation With…—featuring a professional 

palliative care, home nursing, school nursing, public health nursing, occupational 
nursing, military nursing, geriontological nursing, and more. The respondents share 
their personal career paths, detail potential for career advancement, offer advice for 

their profession.
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Special Features 

Several features continue to distinguish this reference series from other career-

• Appendix A: Guide to Holland Code. This discusses John Holland’s theory that 

want is right for you!
• Appendix B: General Bibliography. This is a collection of suggested readings, 

organized into major categories.
• Appendix C: A glossary of some terms related to nursing career paths.
• Appendix D: Organizations & Resources. This is a comprehensive list of 

organizations and societies and web addresses to provide further information 

• Subject Index: Includes people, concepts, technologies, terms, principles, and all 
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EDUCATION FOR NURSING CAREERS

Licensed Practical Nurse/Licensed Vocational Nurse 
(LPN/LVN)

Associate’s degrees in nursing are offered by many community colleges and some four-

Although there is a continued emphasis 
on a bachelor’s level degree as a minimum 

case that, depending the type of care 
(long-term or acute care) and geographic 
setting (urban hospital vs. rural hospital, 
for example, or part of the nation), the 
ADN may still be relevant as a starting 
point for a nursing career. This degree 

level is also often a step on the way to more advanced nursing degrees.

Courses typically include the following:

• Anatomy
• Physiology
• Biology
• Nutrition

Required degree: Associate’s level 
degree (ADN) 

Licensing/certification requirement: 
National Council Licensure Examination 
(NCLEX-PN)

Education and Licensing



Emergency medical 
technicians (EMTs) and 

or injured in emergency 
medical settings. People’s lives 

reaction and competent care 

EMTs and paramedics 
respond to emergency calls, 
performing medical services 
and transporting patients to 
medical facilities.

E di l

CAREER OVERVIEW
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physically strenuous and stressful, sometimes involving life-or-death 
situations. Emergency medical technicians (EMTs) and paramedics 
typically complete a postsecondary educational program. All states 

state.

A 911 operator sends EMTs and paramedics to the scene of an 

Duties

EMTs and paramedics typically do the following:

• Respond to 911 calls for emergency medical assistance, such as 
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) or bandaging a wound

• Assess a patient’s condition and determine a course of treatment
• 

patients
• Transport patients safely in an ambulance
• Transfer patients to the emergency department of a hospital or 

other health care facility
• Report their observations and treatment to physicians, nurses, or 

other health care facility staff
• Document medical care given to patients
• 

When transporting a patient in an ambulance, one EMT or paramedic 
may drive the ambulance while another monitors the patient’s vital 

injured patients to a hospital.

EMTs and paramedics also transport patients from one medical 
facility to another. Some patients may need to be transferred to a 
hospital that specializes in treating their particular injury or illness or 
to a facility that provides long-term care, such as a nursing home.

If a patient has a contagious disease, EMTs and paramedics 
decontaminate the interior of the ambulance and may need to report 
the case to the proper authorities.
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Although some emergency medical services hire separate drivers, 

instruction before they can drive an ambulance.

ADVANCEMENT

EMTs and paramedics may advance into other related health care 
occupations, such as physician assistants and medical assistants, as 
well as administrative positions in various health care settings, such 
as ambulatory care companies or hospitals.

Pay

The median annual wage for EMTs and paramedics was $33,380 in 
May 2017. The lowest 10 percent earned less than $21,880, and the 
highest 10 percent earned more than $56,990.

Median annual wages, 
May 2017

Note: All Occupations includes all occupations in the U.S. Economy. Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Occupational Employment Statistics

Health technologists and technicians: $43,590

Total, all occupations: $37,690

Emergency medical technicians and paramedics: $33,380



Careers in Nursing24

In May 2017, the median annual wages for EMTs and paramedics in 

Hospitals; state, local, and private $35,990
Local government, excluding education and hospitals 35,620
Ambulance services 30,800

24-hour increments. Volunteer EMTs and paramedics have variable 

JOB OUTLOOK

Emergency medical technicians and paramedics: 15%

Health technologists and technicians: 14%

Total, all occupations: 7%

Percent change in employment,
projected 2016-26

Note: All Occupations includes all occupations in the U.S. Economy. Source: U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, 
Employment Projections program

Employment of emergency medical technicians (EMTs) and 
paramedics is projected to grow 15 percent from 2016 to 2026, much 
faster than the average for all occupations. Emergencies, such as 
car crashes, natural disasters, and acts of violence, will continue to 

EMTs and paramedics in rural areas and smaller metropolitan areas 
will also continue.
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SIMILAR OCCUPATIONS

Growth in the middle-aged and older population will lead to an 

and paramedic services. An increase in the number of specialized 

Occupational Title 
Employment, 

2016

Projected 
Employment, 

2026 

Change, 2016-26 

Percent Numeric

Emergency medical 
technicians and 
paramedics 

248,000 285,400 15 37,400

Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Employment Projections program

This list shows occupations with job duties that are similar to those of 
EMTs and paramedics.

 Emergency management 
directors prepare plans and procedures for responding to natural 
disasters or other emergencies. They also help lead the response 
during and after emergencies, often in coordination with public safety 

agencies.

JOB PROSPECTS

Job opportunities should be good because the growing population will 

occupations.
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 Medical assistants complete administrative and 

care facilities. Their duties vary with the location, specialty, and size 
of the practice.

Detectives and criminal investigators, who are sometimes called 
agents or special agents, gather facts and collect evidence of possible 
crimes.

practice medicine on teams with physicians, surgeons, and other 

 Registered nurses (RNs) provide and coordinate 
patient care, educate patients and the public about various health 
conditions, and provide advice and emotional support to patients and 
their family members.

Famous First
The famous poet and essayist Walt Whitman served as a volunteer nurse during 
the Civil War in Fredericksburg, Virginia. His poem 
entitled “The Wound Dresser” got its theme from his 

The neck of the cavalry-man with the bullet through 

eye, yet life struggles hard,

Source: The Wound Dresser by Walt Whitman




