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“Finding primary sources for teaching or research is 
much easier now when using the internet, but matching 
them with quality supplementary material can be more 
challenging. The "Defining Documents in American 
History" series aims to help by bringing everything 
together in one place, which is very helpful. This 
volume brings together 43 expert contributors who 
examine 45 documents. Each section begins with a 
summary overview followed by a description of why 
the document in question marked a defining moment in 
history, a biographical statement on the author(s), the 
actual text of the document, a document analysis, a 
discussion of the document's essential themes, and a 
bibliography of relevant books. Nothing here is too 
long or dense, making it perfect for giving students 
a first understanding of important documents. This 
publication is a companion to the voters' rights volume 
(2019) in Grey House's "Opinions throughout History" 
series. One can imagine using these two collections as 
the basis for a class unit or course readings. Ordering 
directly from the publisher provides an electronic 
version through the Salem Press portal in addition to 
the print volume. Suitable for all readers. 
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