Defining Documents in American History:
Censorship

“This document collection presents America's history
of censorship unfiltered, in the original. Opening with a
transcript of the 1637 Anne Hutchinson trial, at which
she was accused of "Criticizing leading ministers," and
closing with Florida’s 2022 “Don’t Say Gay” bill
restricting classroom instruction on gender identity,
this primary source compilation showcases 65 court
opinions, letters, debates, laws, interviews, and
speeches. Each document is accompanied by a
summary overview, a "defining moment"
explanation, author biography, glossary, and
essential theme analysis. For example, the 1914
Sanger v. United States obscenity case, wherein
Margaret Sanger was accused of violating federal
obscenity laws by publishing The Woman Rebel, is
framed as "a pivotal shift in the legal landscape
surrounding reproductive information." In like fashion,
the 1836 Gag Rule is summarized as a "response to a
growing number of antislavery petitions from Northern
constituents” and characterized as a direct challenge to
freedom of speech on the federal level. This collection
is highly recommended for high-school

and college libraries. It is an exceptionally well-
designed primary source presentation of
censorship in the U.S,, free of interpretation by
pundits, politicians, or preachers.

High-school researchers will find a treasure trove
of primary documents on the
contentious topic of censorship here”

-Booklist, February 2026
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