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“This book examines the history and influence of 
conservatism in the United States, from the nation’s 
founding to the present day. It explains how 
conservative ideals, such as tradition, limited 
government, national loyalty, authority, and 
gradual change have shaped Republican politics, 
especially from the Reagan era to the rise of Trump. 
Through more than 100 primary source 
documents, the book traces key developments in 
conservative thought and its impact on 
government, society, and culture, while also 
highlighting ongoing debates between conservative 
and liberal perspectives in American political life. 
The format is almost identical to Defining 
Documents in American History: Liberalism. More 
than 1,200 pages, across two volumes and with 
more than 30 academic contributors, this 
comprehensive reference collection features easy-
to-understand primary sources paired with essays 
and explanations of conservative ideals and 
policies. The volumes include essays on Traditional 
Conservatism, Anticommunism, Neoconservatism, 
Hardline Conservatism, and Trumpism. The 
reference collection features a full table of 
contents. An introduction that includes a summary 
and why it was a defining moment in conservatism 
precedes each entry. Documents include 
interviews, laws, speeches, court cases and more, 
from Andrew Carnegie’s “The Gospel of Wealth” all 
the way to the executive order implementing DOGE. 
Photographs and illustrations are featured 
throughout. Back matter includes a chronological 
list of the documents, web resources, bibliography, 
and index.  
 
VERDICT A solid reference purchase in schools 
where government, pre-law, and civic engagement 
courses are a part of the curriculum” 
 
-Library Journal, May 2026 
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