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“For a certain audience, Shakespeare is probably 
known through film adaptations of his plays as much as 
by reading his works first hand.  
 
This critical survey provides a one-stop resource 
that examines those films to determine the 
appropriateness of the rendition. The vast majority 
of the book describes filmed adaptations (including 
television productions), arranged alphabetically by 
play title. Entries range from one to eleven pages. Each 
entry includes the cast of characters, plot summary and 
brief literary analysis; production principals and major 
critiques of the film then follow… 
 
…A bibliography concludes each play. Pages are 
dedicated to series (e.g., The Hollow Crown) and 
foreign language films (e.g., Ran) as well. A brief 
chronology of Shakespeare’s life and his plays, a 
general bibliography, and a partial name index are 
included. The tone is straightforward and authoritative 
without being pedantic… 
 
… this book does a fine job of summarizing the 
featured adaptations and their critiques over the 
years. 
 
-Booklist, March 2026 
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