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Salem Press Announces the Newest Addition to the Popular  

Defining Documents series:  

Prison Reform 
 

Defining Documents in American History: Prison Reform offers an in-depth analysis of over 

three-hundred years of activism, testimonies, essays, debates, and legislature related to the 

nation’s prison systems. The set spans from the Transportation Act of 1717 to the 2018 

Department of Justice Letter on the FIRST STEP Act. 

 

These documents provide a full and engaging review of some of the most controversial and 

monumental moments in the ongoing fight towards prison reform, and how they still affect us in 

the present day. The material is organized under six groups: 

 

 Prisons without Wardens, Walls, or Cells begins with the Transportation Act of 1717 

and concludes with newspaper reports of the shoot-out at the OK Corral. 

 Antebellum Prisons and Prison Reform includes descriptions and evaluations of the 

two prison styles of the era: the Auburn (at Sing-Sing and Dannemora) and Pennsylvania 

Systems (at the notorious Eastern Penitentiary in Philadelphia). 

 Prisons & Prison Reform in the Late Nineteenth & Twentieth Centuries considers 

various social and moral concerns, including the treatment of the insane in Nellie 

Bly’s Ten Days in a Mad-House; the Declaration of Principles, National Prison Congress; 

and the Attica Manifesto and Declaration to the People of America. 

 Prisons & Prison Reforms in the 1990s and Twenty-first Century marks the 

emergence of Supermax Prisons and includes the Announcement of Second Chance Pell 

Pilot Program and Department of Justice Letter on the FIRST STEP Act. 

 Wartime Incarceration and Punishment begins with the Civil War and Fourteen 

Months in American Bastiles and moves through World War II and An Interview with an 

Older Nisei, and ends with the Executive Summary of the Fay Report. 

 Race, Ethnicity, and Imprisonment considers The Indian Policy in Its Relations to 

Crime and Pauperism and The Convict Lease System. 

 

Each document is supported by a critical essay, written by historians and teachers, that includes a 

Summary Overview, Defining Moment, Author Biography, Document Analysis, and Essential 

Themes.  
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About the Series 
Defining Documents consists of a collection of essays on important historical documents by a 

diverse range of writers on a broad range of subjects in world history. The series offers a broad 

range of historical documents on important authors and subjects in world history, with primary 

source documents, in-depth analysis, and comprehensive lesson plans that represent the diversity 

of ideas and contexts that define social, political and cultural subjects throughout world history. 

The Defining Documents series is perfect for students, those researching a particular era, or 

anyone interested in world history. Visit www.salempress.com for more information about 

additional titles in this series. 

 

FREE ONLINE ACCESS 
Libraries and schools purchasing the printed version of any Salem Press title get complimentary 

online access to that title on our new online database, http://online.salempress.com. Combining 

Salem's Literature, History, Health, Science and Careers titles, students and researchers can now 

access all of their Salem content in one comprehensive site.  Any school or library with print 

reference content in Salem Press' database is entitled to online access to that content.  This access 

is an inherent part of our product. 
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