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Salem Press Announces a New Addition to the Critical 

Insights Series: Critical Insights: J. R. R. Tolkien 
 

Edited by Joseph Michael Sommers of Central Michigan University, this volume contains essays 

that look critically at one of the most influential fantasy writers. Widely known as the father of 

the modern fantasy genre, Tolkien has left an important mark and remains one of the most 

beloved story tellers in the modern day.  

 

Although he is best remembered for works such as The Hobbit and his Lord of the Rings trilogy, 

Tolkien’s works extend beyond his Middle-Earth stories and many of his lesser-known 

publications are explored in this present volume.  

 

The central goals of this volume are to inform readers of Tolkien’s early life and influences as 

well as outline the qualities that make this author’s legacy so influential within the literary world 

and the fantasy genre as a whole.  

 

Within these thirteen essays, introduction, biographical sketch, chronology, author’s 

bibliography, and academic bibliography, the reader will find a great many discussions and fresh 

interpretations: from the societal and scientific influences that inspired Tolkien’s works to the 

praise and discussions it has prompted, even decades after publication.  

 

In the Introductory Essay, Joseph Michael Sommers discusses the organization of the book, 

covering the popular and lesser-known works explored in this volume. Sommers also provides an 

overview of the contextual information as well as the in-depth explorations of Tolkien’s work 

contained in this volume.   

 

Next, The Phenomenon of J.R.R. Tolkien: A World-builder Whose Worlds Grew Beyond 

His Creation provides insights into Tolkien’s journey to becoming one of the most important 

fantasists of the twentieth century. A brief Biography follows, chronicling Tolkien’s personal 

and professional life up until his death in 1973. 

 

Next comes the Critical Contexts section of this book, which contains the following essays: 

 

• Uncovering the Musical Tapestries in Peter Jackson’s The Lord of the Rings and 

The Hobbit 

• The Fear of Subtlety and Other Failings Amidst Fan Response to The Lord of the 

Rings: The Rings of Power 
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• Knights, Outlaws, and Wizards: Tolkien’s Medieval Inspirations 

• The Great River and the Great War: Entering the Trenches of World War I in 

The Fellowship of the Ring, 

 

The Critical Readings section offers the following analyses:  

• There and Back Again, and Again: Tolkien’s Middle-earth on Screen  

• Returning to the Scene of Victory: The Revelation at the Heart of The Lord of the 

Rings  

• From Mythopoeia to Middle-earth: The Roots of J.R.R. Tolkien’s Legendarium 

• Food: Hospitality and Comfort in The Hobbit 

• In and Out of Faërie: England and the Perilous Realm in Farmer Giles of Ham and 

Smith of Wootton Major 

• Enchanted Beginnings and Adult Realities: Tolkien’s Exploration of Imagination 

and Growth in Letters from Father Christmas and The Hobbit 

• Fellowship of the Imagination: J.R.R. Tolkien, C.S. Lewis, and Owen Barfield in the 

Inklings Circle 

• Suppose One Does Simply Walk into Mordor: Experiencing Power in Middle-earth 

Video Games 

 

In the final section, Resources, easy-to-follow lists are given in order to help guide the reader 

through important dates and moments in the author’s life. A selection of further reading is then 

provided. Each essay in Critical Insights: J. R. R. Tolkien includes a list of Works Cited and 

detailed endnotes. Also included in this volume is a Bibliography, biographies of the Editor and 

Contributors, as well as an alphabetical Index.  

 

The Critical Insights Series distills the best of both classic and current literary criticism of the 

world’s most studies literature. Edited and written by some of academia’s most distinguished 

literary scholars, Critical Insights: J. R. R. Tolkien provides authoritative, in-depth scholarship 

that students and researchers will rely on for years. This volume is destined to become a valuable 

purchase for all.  

 

BUY THE PRINT AND GET FREE ONLINE ACCESS 

This volume comes with FREE ONLINE ACCESS on the popular Salem Press platform, 

https://online.salempress.com.  With unlimited users and remote access included, your students 

and researchers can now search this amazing collection of data, anytime & anywhere, all just a 

click away.  
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