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Salem Press Announces a New Addition to the Critical Insights Series, 

Critical Insights: Shirley Jackson 
 

 

Shirley Jackson is a crucial figure in American fiction, particularly the horror and psychological 

thriller genres. She has influenced contemporary masters such as Stephen King, Neil Gaiman, 

and Joyce Carol Oates, yet has been oversimplified and underrated as just the author of the short 

story “The Lottery” and her most adapted novel The Haunting of Hill House.  

 

Volume editor Joseph Michael Sommers invites audiences to explore Jackson’s “desperate 

complexities” and examine her life and what came of it in retrospect. As much as this book will 

traffic in (as well as define) the hauntological, it will also endeavor to expand the story of Shirley 

Jackson past the spooky. 

Four Critical Contexts essays specifically tailored to help the reader approach the work of 

Shirley Jackson from four distinct subject positions: our first essay tackles a historical re-

examination of one of her quintessential novels in light of the effects of the mid-twentieth 

century postwar period. These Critical Contexts essays include:  

• “‘But this is my own maze’: Disorientation and Postwar Anxieties in The Sundial 

• “The Witch and the Death Cult Priestess: Shirley Jackson’s Fascinating Influence on 

Sylvia Plath 

• “The Earliest Reviews of Shirley Jackson’s We Have Always Lived in the Castle 

• “The Quiet Violence of Ordinariness: A Neuroaffective Reading of Shirley Jackson’s 

Short Fiction 

 

The next section of the anthology comprises nine essays that explore different aspects of 

Jackson’s life and the body of her work when she was alive versus posthumously, using a variety 

of diverse “Critical Readings.” These include the following essays: 

 

• “And then they were upon her”: Jackson in the Movies 

• Housing Crisis: A Discourse on Haunted Houses, Domestic Imprisonment, and Female 

Autonomy in the Works of Shirley Jackson and Helen Oyeyemi 

• Silence and Isolation as Modes of Survival in Shirley Jackson’s Hangman and We Have 

Always Lived in the Castle 
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• “A maniac juxtaposition, a badly turned angle”: Asymmetry and Disjunction in Shirley 

Jackson’s Novels 

• “Better to remember pleasant things than sad ones”: Narrativizing Memory and 

Autofiction in Life Among the Savages and Raising Demons 

• “An honestly haunted house”: The Architecture of Spectrality in The Haunting of Hill 

House 

• “We’ll never talk about it again. Never.” Ellipsis and Silence in Shirley Jackson’s The 

Haunting of Hill House and We Have Always Lived in the Castle 

• The Evil Residents of the Sweet Home on Silent Hills: Shirley Jackson’s Influence on 

Japanese Survival-Horror Games 

• Casting Lots and Drawing Lots: Comic Adaptations of Shirley Jackson’s “The Lottery” 

 

Like all the other volumes in the Critical Insights series, this work gives readers a diverse 

collection of essays that unpack, critique, and analyze themes and styles used by Shirley Jackson, 

organized so that each essay builds upon and helps reinforce the others.  

 

Each essay in Critical Insights: Shirley Jackson includes a list of Works Cited and detailed 

endnotes. The final section, Resources, offers a chronology of Jackson’s life, a chronological 

listing of her main works, and a detailed bibliography of commentary about her writings. Finally, 

this section closes with an About the Editor section, Contributors, and a detailed Index. 

 

The Critical Insights Series distills the best of both classic and current literary criticism of the 

world’s most studied literature. Edited and written by some of academia’s most distinguished 

literary scholars, Critical Insights: Shirley Jackson provides authoritative, in-depth scholarship 

that students and researchers will rely on for years. This volume is destined to become a valuable 

purchase for all.  

 

BUY THE PRINT AND GET FREE ONLINE ACCESS 

Libraries and schools purchasing the printed version of any Salem Press title get complimentary 

online access to that title on our new online database, https://online.salempress.com. Combining 

Salem's Literature, History, Health, Science and Careers titles, students and researchers can now 

access all of their Salem content in one comprehensive site. Any school or library with print 

reference content in Salem Press' database is entitled to online access to that content. This access 

is an inherent part of our product. 
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