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Salem Press Announces the Newest Addition to the Popular
Defining Documents in World History Series:
The 17th Century (1601-1700)
Defining Documents in World History: The 17th Century surveys key writing and documents
produced from 1601 to 1700. Maps are included to help the reader understand the state of the
world during this period. This title contains 49 primary source documents that provide a
compelling view of this pivotal period in world history.
The 17th century is a period in history marked by scientific discovery, codification of laws, the
development of religious doctrine, civil war, colonization, and the expansion of global trade. The
set begins with Galileo’s writings about man’s place in the universe and concludes with a letter
from Father Antonio Vieira condemning slavery. Defining Documents in World History: The 17th
Century is organized under seven broad sections:








Europe; Science, Religion, and Law
England; Civil War and Revolution
Christianity and Society in the East
The Muslim World; Trade and Toleration
European Colonies in the Americas; The English Mid-Atlantic
European Colonies in the Americas; New England
European Colonies in the Americas; Other Colonies

Each document is supported by a critical essay, written by historians and teachers, that includes a
Summary Overview, Defining Moment, Author Biography, Document Analysis, and Essential
Themes. Readers will appreciate the diversity of the collected texts, including journals, letters,
speeches, political sermons, and laws among others. An important feature of each essay is a close
reading of the primary source that develops evidence of broader themes, such as author’s
rhetorical purpose, social or class position, point of view, and other relevant issues. In addition,
essays are organized by section themes, listed above, highlighting major issues of the period,
many of which extend across eras and continue to shape life as we know it around the world.
Each section begins with a brief introduction that defines questions and problems underlying the
subjects in the historical documents. A brief glossary is included at the end of each document,
highlighting keywords that are important in the study of the primary source. Each essay also
includes a Bibliography and Additional Reading section for further research.
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About the Series
Defining Documents consists of a collection of essays on important historical documents by a
diverse range of writers on a broad range of subjects in American history. The series offers a
broad range of historical documents on important authors and subjects in American and world
history, with primary source documents, in-depth analysis, and comprehensive lesson plans that
represent the diversity of ideas and contexts that define social, political and cultural subjects
throughout history. The Defining Documents series is perfect for students, those researching a
particular era, or anyone interested in historical documents. For more information about our
other Defining Documents titles, visit us on the web at http://salempress.com/
FREE ONLINE ACCESS
Libraries and schools purchasing the printed version of any Salem Press title get complimentary
online access to that title on our new online database, http://online.salempress.com. Combining
Salem's Literature, History, Health, Science and Careers titles, students and researchers can now
access all of their Salem content in one comprehensive site. Any school or library with print
reference content in Salem Press' database is entitled to online access to that content. This access
is an inherent part of our product.
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