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Salem Press Announces the Newest Addition to the Popular
Defining Documents in History Series: The 1960s (1960-1969)
Defining Documents in American History: The 1960s offers in-depth analysis of a broad range of
historical documents and historic events that shaped such pivotal themes such as the nuclear
arms race, antiwar sentiment, civil rights, privacy rights, and race to the moon. Through the close
study of 49 primary source documents, this text delivers a thorough examination of important
political movements and societal trends in the U.S. from 1960 to 1969.
During the 1960s, Americans became increasingly outspoken in their demands for
democratization and other basic changes to the American system. African Americans drew on
their nascent protest movement in the late 1950s to expand their fight for equality. Members of
other ethnic minorities, as well as women and young people, became more active in order to
advance causes important to them. So did environmentalists, antiwar activists, consumers, and
perhaps, surprisingly, political conservatives. That is, even as liberals favoring social reform
gained strength in all branches of the federal government, a broad swath of the American publica “silent majority,” as Richard Nixon dubbed them near the end of the decade-continued to
adhere to more traditional values. And a small but vocal group of conservatives pushed for
sharply limiting the reach of government.
Defining Documents in American History: The 1960s is organized under three broad categories




Visions of a New Era
Confrontations with Communism
Civil Rights, Social Justice, and Antiwar Activism

Each document is supported by a critical essay, written by historians and teachers, that includes a
Summary Overview, Defining Moment, Author Biography, Document Analysis, and Essential
Themes. Readers will appreciate the diversity of the collected texts, including journals, letters,
speeches, political sermons, laws, government reports, and trial notes, among other genres. An
important feature of each essay is a close reading of the primary source that develops evidence of
broader themes, such as author’s rhetorical purpose, social or class position, point of view, and
other relevant issues. In addition, essays are organized by section themes, listed above,
highlighting major issues of the period, many of which extend across eras and continue to shape
life as we know it around the world.
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Each section begins with a brief introduction that defines questions and problems underlying the
subjects in the historical documents. A brief glossary is included at the end of each document,
highlighting keywords that are important in the study of the primary source. Each essay also
includes a Bibliography and Additional Reading section for further research.
About the Series
Defining Documents consists of a collection of essays on important historical documents by a
diverse range of writers on a broad range of subjects in American history. The series offers a
broad range of historical documents on important authors and subjects in American history, with
primary source documents, in-depth analysis, and comprehensive lesson plans that represent the
diversity of ideas and contexts that define social, political and cultural subjects throughout
American history. The Defining Documents series is perfect for students, those researching a
particular era, or anyone interested in American History since 1492.
The following titles make up the entire Defining Documents series:













Exploration and Colonial America
(1492-1755)
The American Revolution (1754-1805)
Manifest Destiny & the New Nation
(1803-1859)
The American West (1836-1900)
Civil War (1860-1865)
The Reconstruction Era (1865-1880)
Civil Rights (1954-2015)
The 1950s (1950-1959)
Environment & Conservation (1872-2015)
The 1900s (1900-1909)
The 1970s (1970-1979)
International Perspectives














The Emergence of Modern America
(1868-1918)
World War I (1916-1919)
World War II (1936-1947)
The 1910s (1910-1919)
The 1920s (1920-1929)
The 1930s (1930-1939)
Vietnam War (1956-1975)
Ancient World (2700 B.C.E.-c.500 C.E.)
The Middle Ages (476-1500)
Postwar 1940s (1945-1950)
The 1960s (1960-1969)
The Cold War (1945-1991)

Free Online with Print Purchase
In addition, Defining Documents in American History: The 1960s (1960-1969) comes with
complimentary online access via http://online.salempress.com. A single purchase of the printed
version is all it takes to gain access to this important title on the web.
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