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Salem Press Announces A New Addition to the  

Critical Insights Series; Critical Insights: The Scarlet Letter 
 

This volume examines how The Scarlet Letter brings together many vital strands in American 

literature and culture: Puritanism and the rise of religious liberalism; philosophical Romanticism 

and Transcendentalism; the role of women and gender; the nature of justice and democratic 

governance; and the relationship between the United States and the wider world. 

 

Few American novels generate as wide a range of approaches as Hawthorne’s The Scarlet Letter, 

and this volume reflects that diversity of opinion and subject matter. In The Scarlet Letter, 

Hawthorne addresses issues as wide-ranging as the changing status of women in nineteenth-

century America, the relation of nineteenth-century New Englanders to their Puritan past, the 

ethical and aesthetic theories of romanticism and transcendentalism, the nature of sexual 

relationships and morality, the meaning of childhood, the relative value of religious faith and 

skeptical doubt, and indeed the entire structure of human relationships. The thirteen chapters in 

this volume explore the full range of issues that have been so crucial to criticism and scholarship 

on The Scarlet Letter over the last century and a half. 

 

Free Online with Print Purchase 

Critical Insights: The Scarlet Letter is available at no additional cost to buyers of the print 

volume online through Salem’s online platform, Salem Literature. A single purchase of the 

printed version is all it takes to gain access to this important title online. 

 

Analytical yet accessible for high school and college students, all Critical Insights essays open 

the door to critical thinking and analysis that is an imperative for success at the college level, as 

well as it is a cornerstone for Common Core state standards. This popular series distills the best 

of both classic and contemporary literary criticism of the world’s most studied literature. Each 

volume in the series focuses on an individual author’s body of work, on a single piece of 

literature, or on a popular literary theme. Critical Insights provides authoritative, accessible, and 

detailed insights and analysis suitable for students and teachers alike. 
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