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Salem Press Announces the Newest Addition to the Popular
Defining Documents series: Political Campaigns, Candidates &
Debates (1787-2017)

Defining Documents in American History: Political Campaigns, Candidates & Debates offers in-depth
analysis of sixty-four speeches, letters, inaugural addresses, pamphlets, and debates. The set begins just as
a new nation has been declared, in 1787, and continues through the 2017 election of the nation’s first
openly transgender official.

These documents provide a compelling view of what makes America’s political system so engaging and
enduring: discussion, debate, and free, open elections leading to the order transfer of power. The
documents prove that the system is not always polite, but it is always vibrant, as well as vital to a strong
democratic government. The material is organized under seven historical groupings:

e The First and Second Party Systems, 1787-1854, beginning with James Madison’s Federalist
Papers and George Washington’s inaugural address and concluding with the Kansas-Nebraska
Act;

e The Third Party System, 1854-96 features Lincoln’s “House Divided” speech, hotly contest
presidential campaigns such as Greeley versus Grant, and William Jennings Bryan’s fiery “Cross
of Gold” speech;

e The Fourth Party System, 1896-1932 includes Teddy Roosevelt’s Progressive Party platform,
Woodrow Wilson’s second inaugural speech, and the establishment of the country’s national
anthem;

e The Fifth Party System, 1932-60 begins with a fireside chat from Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and includes the ratification of the twenty-second amendment, and the famous Truman versus
Dewey presidential campaign.

e The Sixth Party System, Part |, 1960-74 delves into the Kennedy-era and LBJ’s Great Society,
as well as the Vietnam War and the election of Richard Nixon.

e The Sixth Party System, Part I, 1974-2016 begins with Gerald Ford’s remarks on assuming the
presidency and on the U.S. bicentennial celebration, the decision to determine the outcome of the
Bush/Gore presidential campaign, and the landmark case regarding campaign contributions in
Citizen’s United v. Federal Election Commision.

e The Seventh Party System, 2016- considers the current political climate, from Hilary Clinton’s
acceptance speech at the 2016 Democratic convention, “fake news” stories such as the erroneous
report that Pope Francis supported Donald Trump’s bid to become president, and another crucial
court case, this time related to voting districts, in Cooper v. Harris

Each document is supported by a critical essay, written by historians and teachers, that includes a
Summary Overview, Defining Moment, Author Biography, Document Analysis, and Essential Themes.
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About the Series

Defining Documents consists of a collection of essays on important historical documents by a diverse
range of writers on a broad range of subjects in world history. The series offers a broad range of historical
documents on important authors and subjects in world history, with primary source documents, in-depth
analysis, and comprehensive lesson plans that represent the diversity of ideas and contexts that define
social, political and cultural subjects throughout world history. The Defining Documents series is perfect
for students, those researching a particular era, or anyone interested in world history. Visit
www.salempress.com for more information about additional titles in this series.

FREE ONLINE ACCESS

Libraries and schools purchasing the printed version of any Salem Press title get complimentary online
access to that title on our new online database, http://online.salempress.com. Combining Salem's
Literature, History, Health, Science and Careers titles, students and researchers can now access all of their
Salem content in one comprehensive site. Any school or library with print reference content in Salem
Press' database is entitled to online access to that content. This access is an inherent part of our product.
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