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Salem Press Announces the Newest Addition to the Popular  

Defining Documents Series:  

Native Americans 
 
The Defining Documents in American History series, produced by Salem Press, consists of a 

collection of titles on important historical documents by a diverse range of writers on a broad 

range of subjects in American history.  

 

This volume, Defining Documents in American History: Native Americans (1451-2017), offers 

in-depth analysis of documents from the history Americans first inhabitants. This text closely 

studies thirty documents, beginning with the Iroquois Thanksgiving Address and continuing 

through the Dakota Pipeline court decision in 2017. 

 

The material is organized under four historical groupings: 

• Early Encounters and Conflicts 

• Western Wars and Aftermaths 

• New Lives and Circumstances 

• Recent Developments 
 

These documents provide a compelling view of many important aspects of Native American 

history, including documents that examine relations between Native Americans and European 

settlers; tragedies such as the Trail of Tears and the Wounded Knee Massacre; efforts to reclaim 

or redefine the status of Native Americans including the Native American Graves Repatriation 

Act and Wovoka and the Ghost Dance. Designed for high school and college students, the aim of 

the series is to advance historical document studies as an important activity in learning about 

history. 
 

Essay Format 

Native Americans contains thirty documents spanning the arrival of European settlers in North 

America to the 2017 decision regarding the Dakota pipeline and the potential impact of an oil 

spill on Standing Rock’s hunting and fishing rights. Each document is supported by a critical 

essay, written by historians and teachers, that includes a Summary Overview, Defining Moment, 

Author Biography, Document Analysis, and Essential Themes. Readers will appreciate the 

diversity of the issues addressed throughout these documents. An important feature of each essay 

is a close reading of the primary source that develops broader themes, such as the author’s 

rhetorical purpose, social or class position, point of view, and other relevant issues. In addition, 

essays are organized by sections, listed above, highlighting major issues of the period, many of 

which extend across eras and to the present day. Each section begins with a brief introduction 
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that defines questions and problems underlying the subjects in the historical documents. Each 

essay also includes a Bibliography and Additional Reading section for further research. 

 

Appendixes   

• Chronological List arranges all documents by year. 

• Web Resources is an annotated list of websites that offer valuable supplemental 

resources. 

• Bibliography lists helpful articles and books for further study. 

 

About the Series 

Defining Documents consists of a collection of essays on important historical documents by a 

diverse range of writers on a broad range of subjects in world history. The series offers a broad 

range of historical documents on important authors and subjects in world history, with primary 

source documents, in-depth analysis, and comprehensive lesson plans that represent the diversity 

of ideas and contexts that define social, political and cultural subjects throughout world history. 

The Defining Documents series is perfect for students, those researching a particular era, or 

anyone interested in world history. Visit www.salempress.com for more information about 

additional titles in this series. 

 

Salem Press would like to extend its appreciation to all involved in the development and 

production of this work. The essays have been written and signed by scholars of history, 

humanities, and other disciplines related to the essays’ topics. Without these expert 

contributions, a project of this nature would not be possible. A full list of contributor’s names 

and affiliations appears in the front matter of this volume. 

 

FREE ONLINE ACCESS 

Libraries and schools purchasing the printed version of any Salem Press title get complimentary 

online access to that title on our new online database, http://online.salempress.com.  Combining 

Salem's Literature, History, Health, Science and Careers titles, students and researchers can now 

access all of their Salem content in one comprehensive site.  Any school or library with print 

reference content in Salem Press' database is entitled to online access to that content.  This access 

is an inherent part of our product. 
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