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Salem Press Announces the Newest Addition to the Popular  

Defining Documents series: The 19
h
 Century (1801-1900) 

 
Defining Documents in World History: The 19th Century surveys key writing and documents produced 

from 1801-1900. Maps are included to help the reader further understand the state of the world during this 

pivotal era. This title contains 61 articles that provide a more dynamic and accurate look at the century 

that was known for the Industrial and French Revolutions as well as the rise of Communism. 

 

These volumes investigate important historical documents from a diverse range of writers on a broad 

spectrum of subjects Napoleon Bonaparte, the Louisiana and Alaska purchases, and the middle class. 

Readers will find in-depth analysis of a broad range of documents, historic events and speeches from 

leaders that shaped these ideals and movements. This wide span of coverage within Defining Documents 

in World History: The 19th Century is organized under four broad categories: 

 

 Europe, including the Concordat, Treaty of Paris, Battle of Navarino, publication of Les 

Misérables, an Account of the Irish Potato Famine, The Communist Manifesto, and Convention 

with Respect to the Laws and Customs of War on Land. 

 Asia, including Convention of Kanagawa, the Meiiji Charter, China’s Hundred Days’ Reform, 

and Theodore Herzl’s call for the establishment of a Jewish state. 

 Africa, including Firman of Appointment of Muhammad Ali as Pasha of Egypt, the Mahdi 

Uprising in Egypt and Sudan, The Death of General Gordon at Khartoum, and the Fashoda Crisis. 

 America, including the Louisiana Purchase Treaty, the Haitian Declaration of Independence, the 

Monroe Doctrine, the Treaty between the United State and Great Britain for the Suppression of 

the Slave Trade, and a letter from Queen Liliuokalani to President Benjamin Harrison. 

 

Each document is supported by a critical essay, written by historians and teachers, that includes a 

Summary Overview, Defining Moment, Author Biography, Document Analysis, and Essential Themes. 

Readers will appreciate the diversity of the collected texts, including journals, letters, speeches, political 

sermons, and laws among others. An important feature of each essay is a close reading of the primary 

source that develops evidence of broader themes, such as author’s rhetorical purpose, social or class 

position, point of view, and other relevant issues. In addition, essays are organized by section themes, 

listed above, highlighting major issues of the period, many of which extend across eras and continue to 

shape life as we know it around the world.   

 

Each section begins with a brief introduction that defines questions and problems underlying the subjects 

in the historical documents. A brief glossary is included at the end of each document, highlighting 

keywords that are important in the study of the primary source. Each essay also includes a Bibliography 

and Additional Reading section for further research.  
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About the Series 

Defining Documents consists of a collection of essays on important historical documents by a diverse 

range of writers on a broad range of subjects in world history. The series offers a broad range of historical 

documents on important authors and subjects in world history, with primary source documents, in-depth 

analysis, and comprehensive lesson plans that represent the diversity of ideas and contexts that define 

social, political and cultural subjects throughout world history. The Defining Documents series is perfect 

for students, those researching a particular era, or anyone interested in world history. Visit 

www.salempress.com for more information about additional titles in this series. 

 

FREE ONLINE ACCESS 

Libraries and schools purchasing the printed version of any Salem Press title get complimentary online 

access to that title on our new online database, http://online.salempress.com. Combining Salem's 

Literature, History, Health, Science and Careers titles, students and researchers can now access all of their 

Salem content in one comprehensive site.  Any school or library with print reference content in Salem 

Press' database is entitled to online access to that content.  This access is an inherent part of our product. 
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