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Salem Press Announces a New Edition in the Critical Survey Series: 

Critical Survey of World Literature, 3
rd

 Edition 
 

This new edition of Critical Survey of World Literature, previously Magill’s Choice of World 

Literature, offers profiles of major writers outside the United States from all time periods, 

accompanied by analyses of their significant titles of fiction, drama, poetry, and nonfiction.  

 

This new edition covers 450 writers at the heart of literary studies for middle and high school 

students and at the center of book discussions among library patrons. It brings together 

information on the lives and works of writers from around the world in all genres.  

 
For this edition of Critical Survey of World Literature, new authors include Chimamanda Ngozi 

Adichie, Patrick Chamoiseau, Orhan Pamuk, William Woodward Self, Yann Martel and Amitav 

Ghosh. The list of authors span both the globe, representing nearly fifty different countries, and 

time, from the sixth century BCE to the twenty-first century. This new edition also includes more 

women writers and authors of children’s and young adult literature. 

 

All the original essays were evaluated for their currency, and many were significantly revised. 

Biography, Analysis, and Summary sections were updated to include new titles or awards, 

changes in residence or employment, and alterations in critical and popular reception, with many 

including new works. Bibliographies for all essays were reviewed, and lists of the author’s works 

and sources for further consultation were revised to provide readers with the latest information.  

 

Each essay includes a Discussion Topics sidebar that addresses the writer’s body of work, 

specific works, or life as it relates to his or her literature. Aimed at students, teachers, and 

members of reading groups, they can be used as paper topics or conversation points. In addition, 

phonetic pronunciation is provided for many foreign authors’ last names -- for example, 

Aeschylus (EHS-kuh-luhs). A Key to Pronunciation appears at the beginning of all six volumes. 

 

Five helpful features can be found at the end of each volume: a Glossary; a Category List that 

groups authors by genre, country, gender, and ethnic identity; an Author Index that lists all 

authors covered in the set along with their works; a Title Index of all works covered in the set; 

and a Geographical List which groups the authors by country. 
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Free Online with Print Purchase.  

In addition, Critical Survey of World Literature comes with complimentary online access via 

http://online.salempress.com. A single purchase of the printed version is all it takes to gain 

access to this important title on the web.  

  

Critical Survey of World Literature 

Pub. Date: February 2018 

Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-68217-615-3        3000 pages  $499.00 
Ebook ISBN: 978-1-68217-638-2 

 
 


