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Salem Press Announces a New Title in the Critical Survey Series:
Critical Survey of Drama, Third Edition
"This set is the most extensive and comprehensive available for dramatic biographical reference and
analysis....Highly recommended." -CHOICE

Edited by Carl Rollyson, Ph.D. the new third edition of The Critical Survey of Drama contains
over 650 new and updated essays—over 550 discuss individual dramatists and nearly 100 cover
important overview topics that are critical to the study of drama as a whole.
This edition includes new coverage of contemporary playwrights who have recently come to be
regarded as established figures in the theater—Jez Butterworth, Martin McDonough, Patrick
Marber, Marshall Napier, Mark Ravenhill and N.F. Simpson—to name a few.
In addition to the entirely new playwright profiles, many have been updated and revised to
include their new works and achievements, new productions, publications, honors and awards, as
well as personal developments. Bibliographies have also been updated and annotated. In
addition, these updated essays provide analyses of significant new works.
Each dramatist essay provides such ready-reference material as birth and death dates, and a list
of the author’s major dramatic works (with dates of first production and publication). Each essay
opens with a brief survey of the playwright's publications in literary forms other than drama, a
summary of the writer’s professional achievements and awards, an extended biographical sketch
that centers on the writer’s development as a dramatist, and an extensive critical analysis of the
writer’s major dramatic works. Following this discussion is an annotated bibliography of critical
works about the author.
Overview essays, which are arranged under broad subject headings in Volume 8, cover dramatic
traditions in the United States, the British Isles, Europe, Africa, Asia, and other parts of the
world, as well as various genres and techniques. The nearly 100 Overview Essays provide
thoughtful insight into the study of African American Drama, American Regional Theater, Asian
Drama, Australian Drama, Chinese Drama, Deaf Theater, Experimental Theater, Feminist
Theater, French Drama Since the 1600’s, Irish Drama, LGBTQ Theater, Melodrama, Musical
Drama, Native American Drama, Political Theater, Southeast Asian Drama and much more.
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The set also contains a listing of major dramatic awards, a time line of drama history, a glossary,
and bibliography.
Designed for both popular and scholarly arenas and collections, this series provides unique
insight and analysis into the most influential and widely read playwrights with an emphasis on
establishing the medium as an important academic discipline. Researchers and general readers
alike will gain a deeper understanding of these works as the literary nature is presented in a
critical format.
Free Online with Print Purchase.
In addition, Critical Survey of Drama, Third Edition comes with complimentary online access
via http://online.salempress.com. A single purchase of the printed version is all it takes to gain
access to this important title on the web.
Critical Survey of Drama, Third Edition
Pub. Date: January 2018
Hardcover ISBN: 978-1-68217-622-1
Ebook ISBN: 978-1-68217-639-9

4,800 pages

$599.00
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